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To sign up for the email Legion Beacon or to update your email  
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Post202Beacon@gmail.com 

Date Event Time 

December 11-13 District  

Revitalization 

 

Monday, December 14 Sons of the 

American Legion 

1900 - 2000 

Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve  

Wednesday, December 25 Christmas  

Thursday, December 31 New Year’s Eve 

Dance 

1900 – 0030 

Friday, January 1, 2016 New Year’s Day  

   

   

   

Every Thursday though Saturday  
The Bar Opens at 6:00 pm  

Don’t forget to renew your 

membership 



Commander’s Comments 

Do you remember your first Christmas away from home? I remember my first Christmas away from 

home. I was 19 and in Hawaii. It was 70 degrees and beautiful, but having grown up in Wisconsin I was 

used to it being bitter cold and snow on the ground. Most importantly surrounded by family.  

What I didn’t realize then was that I was with family. Everyone on my ship were my friends, but I had 

only been onboard about 3 months, so they being family hadn’t entered my head. It didn’t take long for 

that to change. The next year I did go home for Christmas and it was then that I couldn’t wait to get 

home to my family. We had been through so much, that when they were not there I realized how much 

of a family we had become. 

Like all families we fought, we laughed, we cried, and celebrated together. We had lost shipmates over 

the year to either new commands or because the Lord Commander had called them home.  

After my years in the Navy Christmas has never had the same meaning for me. Family isn’t just your par-

ents, siblings, cousins, aunts, uncles and grandparents. Family is who you fight with, celebrate, cry, learn 

and grow with you. Family is who sees you through your good times and bad. Family is what you make 

it.  

As military families, whether you are the wife, mother, daughter, son, husband, brother or the service 

member we don’t want the material things in life, we want to hug our family again. We realize that to-

morrow we might not have the chance.  

So this Christmas I want to wish my new family a very Merry Christmas. May you have all of the bless-

ings you deserve this Christmas.  

 

Tori Duncan 

Commander 

Don’t forget to renew your 

membership 



Vice Commander’s Comments 

 
Merry Christmas to the members of American Legion Post 202.  I sincerely hope you 

each have a Happy and Safe Holiday Season.  December 6th while at the Honor Flight 

Ball I was received a sober reminder of the fragility of our Veteran Family.  During the 

Remembrance portion of the evening, a slide show of all of the Veterans who have 

been on a Central Missouri Honor Flight and have passed away during the past year 

was shown.  It seemed to never end.  Each of those faces shown, during what was 

such a joyful day for these men and women were just amazing.  It did bring home 

how many Veterans we lose each year.  If you know of a Korean, Vietnam or especially 

a WWII Veteran who has not been on an Honor Flight please encourage them to sign 

up to go on one of these trips.  I was on Flight 34 in July of 2015.  This was honestly 

one of the best days of my life and does serve to bring closure to many of the Demons 

that haunt many Combat Veterans.  Honor Flight is a trip is not only for those who 

have served in combat, but serves as the Homecoming that most of us never received.  

It may allow you to finally open up and become closer to family and friends. You will 

meet many others who have had similar experiences as you tour our Nation’s Capital. 

Please do yourself a favor or help someone you know to fill out the application.  If 

you need help let me know and we will get it done.  Do not wait until you are “old 

enough” it might be too late.   

December 7th, Pearl Harbor Day is upon us.  This was the day we were pulled 

into World War II.  The attack on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese Empire changed the 

world forever. Here is a quick review of a few of the numbers from WW II that I find 

most staggering.  A total of approximately 60 million individuals lost their lives, 

which was approximately 3% of the 1940 world’s population.  The Military losses 

were huge.  The United States lost 407,300, and our closest ally the United Kingdom 

lost 383,700 military personnel.  Japan lost 2.1 to 2.6 million in the military.  On the 

European front, Germany lost 4.4 to 5.2 million.  Who was the biggest military loser? 

The Soviet Union.  They lost between 8.6 and 11 million during WW II.  Of course 

these do not count the civilian deaths.  We all have heard of the 6 million Jews who 

were killed in some of the most horrible ways by the Germans.  But don’t forget there 

were 3.5 to 4.4 thousand civilian German and Austrians killed by Allied bombings.  In 

Japan and the Islands the civilians losses were between 550,000 and 670,000.  



Vice Commander’s Comments 

What do these numbers mean?  If we do not remember and respect what WW II and the 

other major wars meant to the world, we are likely to repeat the mistakes that lead us to 

them.  We cannot let that happen. The American Legion is one of the strongest voices to 

keep that from happening.  Are we as Legionnaires doing all that we can to keep Ameri-

ca strong enough to stop the threats against us.  I do not believe so, either nationally or 

locally.  How can you and I help?  Get involved.  Participate. Vote!  Come to a Legion 

Meeting, show you care and let your voice be heard.  Pay your dues, membership is 

strength.  Let the local Post know what you want from the Legion.  Quit sitting on your 

hands before it is too late.  Every voice is important let yours be counted. 

Respectively, 

Ron McMillan 
Vice Commander, American Legion Post 202 
ronmillan47@gmail.com 
573 442-2950 

Don’t forget to renew your 

membership 

mailto:ronmillan47@gmail.com


Rental Agent’s Comments 

I wish a Merry Christmas to each and every member of the American Legion Post 202 Family.  I hope 
this find each and every one of you in good health and spirits.  
If you have been at the Post recently I am sure you noticed some changes outside.  The City Parks 
and Recreation Department has been working on the park.  Most of this work is just the first stage.  
They want the gravel in the lot across from the Post to get rained and driven on.  It will get paved 
next spring along with the street.  No the street from VV to the start of the Park is not included, it 
belongs to the State. The ditch in front of the Post will have additional work done to it before the 
road is paved.  The drainage on the North side of the building to the pond also needs some work as it 
has a little ponding. The city is aware of it and will get it fixed.  There are lots of improvements 
planned by the city to the park.  All of them will improve the park and how our area looks and is 
used.  If you want more details, let me know and I will give you some details. 
 
If you were not at the Christmas Dinner, you missed the presentation from Paul and Jody Blythe, our 
Concessionaires at the Ball Park.  They told us about the young people that work our Concession 
Stand and about the improvements and upgrades that have been made to the interior and the equip-
ment in the building. They also presented us a check for our portion of the sales from this year.  
Even with all of the rain and some scheduling problems, we received a check for $2,400 plus. How 
great is this?  It is now one of our largest sources of income and should only increase next year. 
 
Rentals are picking up for the fall and winter.  Hopefully we can continue this trend. I have been 
working around 30 hours per week at the post to keep it clean, and ready for renters.  I also spend a 
lot of time returning calls and meeting with potential renters.  
 
That is the good news, and now here is the bad news, or at least it will be for some of you.  As of this 
Wednesday December 9th, I will suspend my efforts as both Rental Agent and Building Manager.  I 
say suspend because we will have elections in May with new officers coming in August.  Depending 
on whom the Commander is after the next election cycle I might be able to become active once 
again.  I am very proud of the improvements we have made to the inside and outside of the Post. To 
people like Chuck White, Brian Lindstrom, Alan Rogers, Paul Hobbs, Melvin Bradley, Ed Hall, John 
Hendrickson and others who spent time with me on the projects, I say thank you.  To the many who 
donated so much money and materials to make the projects successful, I send a huge shout out.  We 
could not have done that without you.   I hate to walk away from this progress, but the current at-
mosphere within the Post requires me to do so.   
 
Respectively  
 
Ron McMillan 
ronmcmillan47@gmail.com 
573 819-5915 

mailto:ronmcmillan47@gmail.com


New Year’s Eve Dance! 

 



Chaplin’s Comments 

If memory serves me correctly, a quote from the classic TV show Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer goes 
something like this, “It’s the best time of the year.”  
 
I agree. As the year wraps up it’s a good time to reflect on our traditions and our place in the world. I hope 
we take time to remember what’s really important in life. 
 
Christmas celebrates and commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the promised Messiah of 
the world. The way I like to remember this event is found in Luke 2:9-10 where the angels tells the shep-
herds, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
 
Over the years the celebration of Christmas has changed as our society has changed; however, one thing 
that has not changed is the commitment of the military to protect the traditions which all of us enjoy. As 
veterans we continue to protect these traditions through our involvement in the community. 
 
One thing to remember is the holidays can be very stressful for individuals and families. We should watch 
out for each other and those in the community and try to help, if and, when the need arises. 
 
On a personal note, this will be the first Christmas in six years without the ever present worry about 
getting finished with my doctorial program. For me, it will be an especially joyful Christmas.  
 
Let me close with Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year and may God Bless You and Yours. 
 
Ed 

 



Legion Riders 

Legion Riders Darrel Goetz and Paul Hobbs rode to Jefferson City December 12 

and participated in laying a few hundred Wreaths Across America on veteran 

graves.  They also had the honor of meeting WWII Navy Veteran and legendary 

Jeff City Jay’s Football Coach Pete Atkins.   It was great to see so many children 

come out to help in this nationwide activity to honor those who have served and 

gone before.   


